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The Chelsea Farmers' Market 

on Saturday mornings has been 
a huge hit this summer. One of 
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training facility." 
The company currently has 

about 25 franchisees, and the 
meeting room.will be for any 
new, incoming franchisees. 

The location also offers 

chain has converted some 
extra floor space to brew up a 
national training center for 
its franchisees. 

The Bearclaw Coffee Co. 
recently renovated its 
Chelsea corporate store on 
Old U.S. 12 by the 1-94 
Fletcher Road exit. 

"We have turned a large 
space into our company's 
national training facility for 
new franchisees," said Casey. 
Hurst, director of franchise 
operations for the company. 

"We had open space in the 
back .that was used pretty 
much as a supply room, so we 
put up a couple of walls and 
turned it into a training facil­
ity and a board room to hold 
meetings with franchisees." 

All incoming franchisees 
will undergo an intensive, 
five-day seminar run out of 
the train.ing facility, which 
can comfortablY fit about 
eight people. 

"You can think of it as a 
crash course," Hurst noted. 

The company will also use 
the new boardroom to con­
duct all recurrent training 
and in-state and national ven­
dor meetings, Hurst added. 

"We're planning on ses­
sions about every six weeks," 
Hurst said. 

But here's the whipped 
cream on top of the latte: 

"The big plan we want to 
roll out is to open up the 
boardroom for different 
organizations in Chelsea and 
Dexter," Hurst said. 

"It's a nice little thing we'd 
like to offer the public." 

The renovation was the 
next logical step iil the 
extraordinarily rapid evolu­
tion ofthe company. 

Owners Debi and Doug 
Scroggins opened the first 
Bearclavv in 2002, the drive­
through at Dexter-Pinckney 
and North Territorial roads 
that remains one of their 
busiest locations. 

They started franchising in 
2003 and stayed within 
Southeast Michigan until 
fairly recently. 

"But now we've branched 
out into the S1. Joseph-South 
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The Bearclaw Coffee Co. in the Oak Tree Plaza, 12855 Old 
US-12 in Chelsea, recently remodeled a storeroom into a 
modest but functional meeting.room for franchisee training. 
It's also available for small community groups. 

1 I easy highway access to sever-
FYI al of Bearclaw's other stores. 

WHAT: Bearclaw "We try to get out to the 
Coffee Co. National J acksOll and Brooklyn stores, 
Training Center it shows them a little bit of 

WHERE: Oak Tree Michigan and helps instill in 
Plaza, 12855 Old US-12, . them what Bearclaw is all 
Chelsea about," Hurst said. 

OFFERING: Small but Coffee and sweets are an
comfortable meeting' essential part of many corpo­
space for community rate meetings, and with
organizations Bearclaw, those will be liter­HOURS: 7 a.m. to 7 ally within arm's reach. p.m. Monday through 

According to company lit­Friday, 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
erature, the new meetingSaturday and 7 a.m. to 5 
room can provide full bever­p.m. Sunday 
age service, wirelessCONTACT: Casey 
Internet, flexible hours - andHurst, 734-395-3864 
it's free. 

Call 734-395-3864 for more 
Haven area, and even opened information or to book the 
a franchise in Fort Knox, new meeting room. 
Ky.," Hurst said. "We've already started 

"We figured it was time to booking meetings," Hurst 
actually build a franchisee said. 

the many "attractions" at this 
year's market is Merkel 

Gardens, which has been in 
business since 1981. George 

and his wife Nancy started the 
business and were joined by 
their daughter Margaret and 

her husband Bill Stech (right), 
Currently they operate three 

greenhouses and offer bedding 
plants and perennials in the 

spring and early summer. 
They also grow a wide variety 
of vegetables and specialize in 
Asian vegetables such as
 

termelon, bokchoi, edible
 
gourd and wintermelon.
 

Merkel Gardens takes their
 
products to the Ann Arbor and
 
Chelsea Farmers' Markets and
 
also sells fr~m their house and
 

greenhouse in Chelsea. You
 
can read more about this fami­


ly business at their Web site
 
www.merkelgardens.com
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