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Spediaity
coifees and
basic java can
be found most
everywhere

|BY LISA CAROLIN
News Staff Reporter

n early start to a long com-
mute requires a cup of coffee
for many Livingston County
| commuters. Luckily, there is
&, no shortage of drive-through
“ coffee shops to satisfy - quick-
ly - that morning urge for a warm cup
of caffeine and maybe a muffin or d
doughnut.

Dan and Bernie Pelachik are new-
comers to that early-morning service

thought about long before taking over

the Coffee Pot in Lakeland last fall.

The Pelachiks had told the previous

owners that if they ever decided to sell

the business, to let them know. They

took over the nearly 20-year-old busi-.
ness Oct. 3. - - ;

The shop ~ which measures only 11
feet by 9.5 feet — was built in 1985, and
was the last of 20 similar drive-through
coffee shops built by the same builders
down through Ohio.

In just a few months, the Pelachiks
have developed a cadre of regular cus-
tomers. They sometimes refer to a
cheat sheet to match the color and
make of car with what that driver likes
to order. ' ‘

“People say they enjoy coming to see
the smile on our faces,” says Bernie
Pelachik. “I've tried to incorporate
what would be good for me if I were in

. their position. Qur goal is to get people
in and out as fast as possible and make
i sure that they've had a good experi-
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Pam and Dewey Thomas own Thomas’
Coffee Connection and Pizzeria in
. Genoa Township. Here, Kathleen
Johnson gives a customer his order of a
galion of mitk and loaf of bread.

industry, but it was something they—

‘People say they enjoy
coming to see the
smile on our faces.’

Bernie Pelachik, co-owner,
The Coffee Pot in Lakeland

ence.”
The Looney Bakers from Howell de-

liver doughnuts to the Coffee Pot dur-—
ing the wee hours of the morning,

shortly after the couple arrives at 4:30
am. to start preparing the coffee.

“We get a lot of customers between 5
a.m. and 6 a.m. Many of our customers

~commute to Dearborn, Westland, Troy

and Bloomfield Hills,” says Bernie
Pelachik.

The Coffee Pot is open from 5 a.m.-
10:30 a.m. and both the Pelachiks still
work other jobs.

Crossroads Coffee

For the past .11 years, Pam Ritz has
been in the early-morning coffee busi-
ness. She operates Crossroads Coffee
from a tiny building on Old US-23 north
of M-59 in Hartland. '

Employee Kathy Werner often is the

first to arrive at 4:30 a.m. to bake the
muffins and prepare the scones for the
first customers an hour later.

“It is very hard work,” says Werner.
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Stephanie Joost and Jofi Scheidler take customers’ orders at Sandy'
Stephanie's mom Sandy is the owner and the cook at the Brighton To
through restaurant. At left is Bearclaw Coffee Co., which is ju.
Washtenaw County but serves coffee to many Livingston County re:

PHOTOS: JAMIE CHARBENEAU-PISELLA, THE LIVINGSTY
Dan and Bernie Pelachik prepare coffee and homemade goodies .
Pot on M-36 in Lakeland, seen below, where many area resident
they head out to start their day.




