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while-you-wait 
chain saw sharpen­
ing. "1 want to be 
known as the guy 
with the sharpest 
chains in town and 
the quickest turn­
around," he says. 

His hunting sup­
plies include tree 
stands, safety har­
nesses, turkey and 
duck calls, and a 
few deer scents 
and lures. He's so 
fond of hunting 
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that when Jennifer 
saw the' store's 

merchandise, she asked, "Is this for the 
customers or for you?" 

In the spring, Turf & Timber will turn 
to lawn care .and fishing equipment and 
other lawn and garden equipment. 

Turf & Timber Power Equipment, 2855 
East Old US-12 (Oak Tree Plaza), suite 5, 
Chelsea, 475-4345. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.­
6 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m.­
2 p.m. Longer hours planned for spring 
and-summer. 

Bob Pierce and his wife, Nadine, took 
on Pierce's Pastries Plus in 1997 when he 
left the corporate world and decided to stay 
in Chelsea. He likes to say he was crazy 
enough to start a business but not so crazy 
as to make his own doughnuts. So the 
Pierces contracted with the Dexter Bakery, 
which still supplies the baked goods. 

The bakery and cafe is in the oldest 
commercial brick building in downtown 
Chelsea. Built in 1865, it was Mc­
Namara's Tavern in the late 18oos. Its ca­
reer as a cafe began only a few months be­
fore the Pierces bought it. Bob, who's now 
executive director of the Chelsea Area 
Chamber of Commerce, shaped it into 
what he calls "a hometown gathering spot. 
It was modeled after [radio comedian] Gar­
rison Keillor's Chatterbox Cafe from Lake 
Wobegon." There were children's events 
and political discussions and local busi­
nesspeople starting their day at the long 
table at 6 a.m. And there were other regu­
lars for coffee breaks and lunches. 

In 2001 the Pierces sold the bakery to 
Sun and Sue Tea. Sun recently took a job 
in San Diego to be close to most of his 

ask you for a doughnut," she says. "It's a 
lot of work and a lot of fun." Her twenty­
six-year-old daughter, Katie, works with 
her. Her son, Jack, ten, also sometimes 
helps out with cleanup after school. 

Pierce's has always closed after lunch, 
but Baylis says she's thinking about ex­
tending the afternoon hours after New 
Year's Day to serve the "after-school mom 
who doesn't have time to run home before 
practice." If she does, she may add more 
lunch items to the menu. And she is con­
tinuing the popular weekly Saturday 
morning concert series. "We're booked 
through the end of the year," she reports. 

Pierce's Pastry Plus, 103 West Middle, 
Chelsea, 475-6081. Mon.-Sat 5:30 a.m.­
2 p.m., Sun. 7 a.m.-1 p.m. 

- Vickie Elmer 

New owners 
at Bearclaw Coffee 
The Horvaths lay down 
the law 

Doughnuts aren't 
sold at the Bear­

. . claw Coffee in 
Dexter, but the place 
seems to attract law­Dexter enforcement types nev­
ertheless. When origi­

nal owners Nancy and Ryan Hansen 
opened the franchise in 2005 in the old 
Clockworks Coffee space, Nancy was a 
part-time Washtenaw County deputy sher­
iff. New co-owner Tim Horvath-he and 
his wife, Tracy, bought the place in Sep­
tember-is a full-time police officer in 
Westland. And Tracy is an assistant prose­
cuting attorney in Ingham County. 

"There used to be a Bearclaw Coffee in 
Westland I went to all the time," Tim re­
calls. But when he and Tracy decided to 
open their own business, they looked at a 
lot of different franchise possibilities. 
They checked out Bearclaw on the advice 
of a friend' who owned one in Adrian. The 
friend is, of course, a police officer. 

The Horvaths liked what they found. 
Bearclaw participates in the Veterans Trans­
ition Franchise Initiative-a joint effort by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, the 
Veterans Corporation, and the Small Busi-
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'~s a kid I was always taking things apart," says Loveesh Thatai. 

BEDDING SALE
 

• 100% Natural Organic Earth Friendly 
I, 
I Latex Mattresses 

~ • Hundreds of Platform Bed Choices 

...:: 

POINT 

Marketplace Changes continued 

Off duty, Tim Horvath can brew up an arresting cup ofjoe. 

ness Administration to encourage compa­
nies to offer incentives to vets. The Hor­
vaths qualified for a 15 percent discount 
on the cost of the franchise, thanks to 
Tim's three years as a full-time soldier and 
his continued part-time service in the Air 
National Guard. 

The Horvaths were looking for a good 
Bearclaw location in Howell, where they 
live, when they heard that the Dexter fran­
chise was for sale. "We fell in love with 
the community," Tim says. 

Tim works twelve-hour shifts as a cop 
for seven days out of every fourteen; he'll 
mind the store on his days off. He says 
that though Tracy's time is less flexible, 
"she'll be there on the weekends, and she 
helps out behind the scenes." 

In addition to coffee drinks, lattes, and 
mochas, the store sells sandwiches, bagels, 
muffins, and pastries. The look is rustic 
north-woods lodge, with lots of log furni­
ture, split-log chair rails, and bears-come 
to think of it, "bear" is CB-radio slang for 
a police officer. 

Bearclaw Coffee got its start as a drive-up 
coffee bar at North Territorial and Dexter­
Pinckney roads five years ago. There are 
currently twenty-five franchises, with more 

in the works. Now it's become a drive­
away coffee bar, too, with a fleet of mobile 
espresso trucks, also franchised, that each 
travel a set route, visiting different busi­
nesses to sell coffee drinks and snacks to 
employees. 

Bearclaw Coffee, 8704 Main, Dexter, 
426-8002. Mon.-Fri. 6 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Sat. 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sun. 7 a.m.-4 p.m. 

- Tony McReynolds 

The Conlputer 
Source boots 
It's the business~s third store
 

For Loveesh Thatai, 
owner of the Com­
puter Source in 

the old firehouse on 
Clinton Street, bringing 
his business to Manches­
ter was an easy decision. 
"I love small communi­

ties," he says. "I think the people are 
friendlier. Everyone's been so welcoming." 

I 


